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earth; not in prayer for help, not in lamentation and despair, but in a glad Praise Service and in thanks to the Power that had led them through the
waste and over the transfixed billions of the everlasting hills to a place of rest. Then their work began. They were not dreaming of fortunes. The
struggle before them was to live and that struggle continued almost without abatement to the end. Often only the barest necessities were
vouchsafed; few comforts, no luxuries. In that rough friction their youth was worn away; the men surrendered their ambitions, the women folded
fond dreams and a thousand innocent longings in their hearts and drew the silence of self-sacrifice and self-abnegation over them forever. But then
a miracle commenced. The desert began to transfer the wrinkles and the sadness from its sombre face to theirs, while in turn it began to absorb the
splendor of their youth, and to cause it to be reflected in flowers and fruits and golden grain and vines in which the birds made their nests and filled
all the soft air with their songs. Later still, as though touched with pity, the irresponsive mountains began to swing back their adamantine doors
revealing the treasures within, where they had remained secreted, waiting until the time should be ripe for the coming of progress and
enlightenment. The over-wearied eyes of those Pioneers have mostly all closed; their hands, gnarled by labor, are nearly all folded, but the miracle is
still being performed....
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