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Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . dehydrating plant has been installed to obviate the drying of-
nitrocellulose, which is alwaTs attended with danger. War heads for torpedoes have been loaded and shipped for 2 battle ships and 7 torpedo
vessels. Complete testing outfits for smokeless powder have been prepared and issued to a large number of vessels in commission. Repairs and
improvements have been made to the buildings, wharves, machinery, etc., as required, and they are all in a generally good condition. During the
past year the chemist of this station visited the naval magazines at New York, Boston, and Portsmouth for the purpose of inspecting and testing the
various powders stored at those points, and also inspected and tested the several indices of powder on 22 vessels in commission, some 538 samples
being tested. The chemist from the naval proving ground made similar inspections and tests of powder stored at Philadelphia and Norfolk and on
board of all vessels in commission at those points. Compete descriptions and photographs of testing outfits, with detailed instructions for their use,
have been prepared and issued as required. A number of pneumatic firing keys for firing guns by electricity have been made and issued. New types
of percussion and of electric primers have been designed, and a considerable number are in process of manufacture. Eight enlisted men have
received instruction in various branches, 57 of whom qualified for seamen gunners; 53 received instruction in diving. A class of 14:8 men received
instruction as machinists, oilers,...
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