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***** A Literary Steinitz Gambit is a series published in International Chess Magazine, starting in the June, 1888 issue. Wilhelm (later William) Steinitz
(May 17, 1836 - August 12, 1900) was an Austrian and later American chess player and the first undisputed world chess champion from 1886 to 1894.
When discussing chess history from the 1870s onwards, commentators have debated whether Steinitz was effectively the champion earlier. Steinitz
lost his title to Emanuel Lasker in 1894 and also lost a rematch in 1896-97. Statistical rating systems give Steinitz a rather low ranking among world
champions, mainly because he took several long breaks from competitive play. However, an analysis based on one of these rating systems shows
that he was one of the most dominant players in the history of the game. Steinitz was unbeaten in over 25 years of match play. Although Steinitz
became world number one by winning in the all-out attacking style that was common in the 1860s, he unveiled in 1873 a new positional style of play
and demonstrated that it was superior to the previous style. His new style was controversial and some even branded it as cowardly, but many of
Steinitz s games showed that it could also set up attacks as ferocious as those of the old school. Steinitz was also a prolific writer on chess, and
defended his new ideas vigorously. The debate was so bitter and sometimes abusive that it became known as the Ink War. By the early 1890s, Steinitz
s approach was widely accepted, and the next generation of top players acknowledged their debt to him, most notably his successor as world
champion, Emanuel Lasker. As a result of...
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