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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A First Book in
American History: With Special Reference to the Lives and Deeds of Great Americans The superiority of works of history in our time over those of
other ages lies in the attention given to the development of the life of the people as distinguished from the mere recital of public events. The
biographical method here adopted oBers a great ad vantage, by giving the younger pupil interesting glimpses of life in other times by means of
personal anecdote. The usages of Eu ropean courts, the dwellings and arts of the Indians, the struggles of pioneers in the wilderness, the customs of
the inmates of frontier houses, the desolations of the early wars with the savages, the home spinning and other domestic handicraCs, the stately
manners and ostentatious dress of our forefathers, and many other obsolete phases of life, are vividly suggested to the pupil s mind, not by dry
didactic statements, but in unforgettable stories of real people. This line of instruction is much furthered by the running comment of the
accompanying illustrations. It has oCen been lamented that no adequate provision is made in a school course for teaching the principles of
morality. But the teaching of abstract principles is generally unavailing to produce good conduct. In the preparation of the present work I have
been surprised to find how abundant are the materials for moral instruction by example in the careers of our great men. The per severance of
Columbus, of Hudson, and of Morse, the fortitude of John Smith, of Standish, and of Boone, can not but excite the courage of those who read the
narratives of their lives. No intel ligent pupil will follow...
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