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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . dependent on its proximity to the habitations of men. In towns, then,
and especially in old towns and largo cities, all well water must be viewed with the greatest suspicion, and should never be used for drinking
purposes unless examined occasionally by a good analyst. In towns the subsoil is very impure, old cesspits often abound, and the soakage from
these percolates into the wells. In the country, too, how often we find within a, few yards of the pump an old brick drain, a privy, or a dunghill? To
show to how great an extent sewage will soak from bad drains or cesspools into the sod, Dr. Parkes states that in some loose soils cesspits used for
fifty years have never been emptied, and still are not full, owing to soakage. Professor Pettenkofer estimates that, at Munich, 90 per cent. of the
excretions pass into the sod! It must be remembered that a well drains the ground around it in the shape of an inverted cone. The area thus drained
depends on the texture of the sod, beinggreater in loose than in dense formations. In very loose soils a well of from 60 to 80 feet may perhaps drain
an area of 200 feet in diameter on the surface. (Parkes.) It is evident, therefore, that great care must be taken in choosing a site for a well. To prevent
soakage from the subsoil as far as possible it is desirable that it should be...
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