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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****This story is about the experiences of the Hagerman family of immigrant Germans who come from Europe to the US Mid-West in the
post-Civil-War period. Maurice, the patriarch of the family, is cultivated, but largely self-taught. He is a natural leader, a problem solver, and is
energetically pursuing a decent life for his family. He combines a strong sense of practicality with the daring of the pioneer. He is open to new ways
and a widening circle of new and diverse friendships. Like most of the immigrants on their transoceanic voyage, they come with no capital, but
many have been preceded by relatives or villagers willing to help them relocate. These new communities are dependent populations from the start,
but most of them are determined not to remain so. We are introduced to some of the patterns that permit the new immigrants to establish
themselves, as the most able bodied men scout out opportunities for acquiring their own land through homesteading, and the rest of the families
aid each other to settle in the more developed towns until they can reunite on the frontier. The combined efforts of the Hagermans permit them
steadily to improve their education, especially their knowledge of English, and their general circumstances, until their wheat farm, the first in this
region of Southwestern Kansas, is well enough developed to give them security and some comfort. They serve as something of a model, generating
accolades that reach even to the old country, perhaps as something of a myth. This patriarch -- and he definitely is that--is enough of a craftsman
to help build the family dugout, and subsequent home, and their church. He is curious and innovative...
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