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press as fundamental rights. But when the British began colonizing the New World, any words, true or false, thought to disparage the government
were judged as criminally subversive. So when in 1733 a small newspaper, the New-York Weekly Journal, printed scathing articles assailing the new
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creates in rich detail this dramatic clash of powerful antagonists that marked the beginning of press freedom in America. Here is an enduring lesson
that resounds to this day on the vital importance of free public expression as the underpinning of democracy.
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