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% When | came away last August, you said you wanted me to tell you about our travels, particularly about China. Like most Americans, you have
a lurking sentimental feeling about China, a latent sympathy and interest based on colossal ignorance. Very well, | will write you as fully as I can.
Two months ago my ignorance was fully as overwhelming as yours, but it is being rapidly dispelled. So | ll try to do the same for you, as you said |
might. Rash of you, | call it. | ll take it that you have just about heard that China is on the map, and occupies a big portion of it. You know that she
has a ruler of some kind in place of the old empress dowager who died a few years ago. Come to think of it, the ruler is a president, and China is a
republic. Vaguely you may remember that she became a republic about five years ago, after a revolution. Also, in the same vague way, you may
have heard that the country is old and rich and peaceful, with about four hundred million inhabitants; and beyond that you do not go. Sufficient. I Il
go no further, either.
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