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Martyrs of the Primitive Church Tats book is not written for the learned world, but to introduce to the ordinary reader some of the most trustworthy
of the records of the primitive martyrs and confessors. In accordance with this object, | have not judged it necessary or expedient to discuss
questions which are of much interest to the historian, but which might be repellent to others, concerning the age and authenticity of some of the
documents used, or with regard to the trustworthiness of the several narratives. It will, | hope, be enough to say, that no narrative has been inserted
in this book which may not be considered historically true, though in some cases the portions here given have been disentangled from a good deal
which is fictitious. This is particularly the case with the Roman martyrdoms, such as those of Caecilia and Sebastian; but it holds good also with
regard to some of the Eastern martyrdoms, like that of Theodore the Tiro. It would probably be possible, by a similar process of sorting and sifting,
to extract something like history out of a good many other Acts and Passions. Le Blant, amongst others, has shown how often material of real value
is embedded in the midst of worthless and tire some legend. But | do not think that the book as a whole would gain by the insertion of a large
number of doubtful reconstructions. Such narratives as those of Polycarp and the martyrs of Lyons, of Perpetua. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
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