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Excerpt: . .. 5| look forward to todays testimony and learning the best prac-tices and innovative ideas from around the country as we work to
improve this important legislation. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The statement of Mr. Guthrie follows: Prepared Statement of Hon. Brett Guthrie,
Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competiveness Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for calling this
hearing and | welcome our distin-guished witnesses. | look forward to working with you throughout the 111th Con-gress on many important issues.
Our country is facing its toughest economic challenges in recent memory. We face complex and difficult problems as we work toward economic
growth. Last week, we saw the Department of Labor statistic that nearly 600, 000 jobs were lost in Janu-ary. As more and more Americans join the
ranks of the unemployed, there has never been a more critical time to make sure that our workforce has the opportunity to find new jobs or receive
additional training. In Kentucky, | have observed how investing in the workforce provides tangible im-provements for workers, their families, and
their employers. | come from a manufac-turing background so | have seen firsthand that unemployed workers who receive additional training for
new skills can obtain a new, higher-paying job, which radi-cally transforms their way of life. At the same time, these newly trained workers increase
the productivity of local employers and fill gaps in the workforce. Investing in the workforce is important to make sure that our workers are ade-
quately prepared to meet the...
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