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which with diHerent tactics she could have won; the start of John Major s premiership and his surprise election victory; in an extended diary extract,
the Black Autumn of 1992, when the government abandoned the ERM, provoked a pits crisis and faced rebellions on the Maastricht treaty; the
deteriorating relations between Thatcher and Major, her chosen successor; the back to basics scandals, ending with an attempt to introduce a new
privacy law; and, the rout of 1997 and its aIermath, with the merry-go-round of leadership changes. When he began the book, Norman Fowler
thought that its message would be for Conservatives alone. Since then, Gordon Brown has faced an electoral decline which in many ways matches
the fall of John Major, with divisions inside the party, rows on finance and governmental blunders. A Political Suicide concludes by drawing a
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