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Probably a good deal of allowance is to be made for the somewhat turgid style of the archbishop, if any just view is to be formed of the iniquities
laid to the chaplains charge. No doubt many of the men were very illiterate. They had plenty of leisure, and the statutes of the cathedral and
common report seem to show that there was really a good deal to be said against them. It is a little difficult, however, to reconcile charges such as
these with the known poverty of many of the chantries. In the early list appended to the present paper the highest value of any chantry is ten marks
per annum, or 6l. 133. 4d. Whilst the lowest reaches the miserable amount of eight shillings. The value is stated of 64 chantries, and the gross annual
income of these amounts to 292l. 13s. 8d.; a sum which, if equally divided, would have provided an average stipend of 4l 113. 5d.; a sum which can
scarcely be considered as allow ing for any great luxury or costliness of living; and which perhaps may be held to justify a desire for some annual
increment which it is a little hard to brand with the name of covetousness. It cannot, however, be denied, if the evidence of statutes may be safely
taken, and such evidence is of a high order, that many of these mass priests were discreditable persons, and that they led loose and disso lute lives.
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