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on Demand *****, Excerpt from The Idea of God in Relation to Theology: A Dissertation Submitted to
the Faculty of the Graduate Divinity School in Candidacy for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy,
Department of Systematic Theology Among all these attempts to prove the existence of God the
onto logical argument is the most conclusive. From the days of Anselm until now this form of
thought has been recognized as containing the elements of a satisfactory solution to the difficulty
presented in our question. But the most complete arrangement of these elements which modern
philosophical literature contains is satisfactory, not as proof, but as a statement of a fact lying
deeper in human consciousness than cognition, in the strict use of that term, can possibly go. To
say that the very fact of self-consciousness demands a higher self in which the reflected phases of
experience, the self and the not-self, are unified is, of course, to prove the necessity of the higher self
in a process of com plete thought; but this necessity is a logical necessity only, and hence the higher
self is not real...
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