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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
******Includes pictures *Describes the various planes and tactics used *Includes accounts of the fighting by pilots *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Now | am within thirty yards of him. He must fall. The gun pours out its stream of lead. Then it jams. Then it
reopens fire. That jam almost saved his life. - Manfred von Richthofen, the Red Baron The first aircraft to appear in the skies over the battlefields of
World War | showed few signs of the dominant future of airplanes in warfare. Small, fragile, and slow, they provided no hint of the sleek jet fighters
that would one day slash across the skies of Earth faster than sound to unleash the lethal blast and fire of sophisticated missiles, or the bombers
able to level an entire city with one nuclear bomb. That said, they did not represent a complete novelty in warfare either, at least not during the
early months of World War I. While airplanes had never before appeared above the field of war, other aerial vehicles had already been in use for
decades, and balloons had carried soldiers above the landscape for centuries to provide a high observation point superior to most geological
features. The French used a balloon for this purpose at the Battle of Fleurus in 1794, and by the American Civil War, military hydrogen balloons saw
frequent use, filled from wagons generating hydrogen from iron filings and sulfuric acid. The balloonist Thaddeus Lowe persuaded President
Abraham Lincoln to use the airships for observation, communicating troop movements to the ground with a telegraph wire. Lowe himself reported,
A hawk hovering above a chicken yard could not have caused more commotion...
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