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regime fell in late 2001, but the government remains rife with corruption and ethnic and political tensions among its major factions are ever
present. Its recent elections have been marred by allegations of vast fraud and resulting post-election political crises. Hamid Karzai, who served as
president since late 2001, was constitutionally term-limited and leF oGice when his successor, Ashraf Ghani, was inaugurated on September 29. The
inauguration represented a resolution of a presidential election dispute that consumed Afghan and U. S. oGicial attention from April to September.
The results of the April 5, 2014, first round of the election required a June 14 runoG between Ghani and Dr. Abdullah Abdullahincreasing tensions
between Ghanis Pashtun community, Afghanistans largest group, and the Tajik community with which Abdullah is identified. Amid accusations by
Abdullah of widespread fraud in the runoG, Secretary of State John Kerry brokered an agreement for a recount of all 23, 000 ballot boxes and
formation of a post-election unity government under which Abdullah, the losing candidate, became Chief Executive OGicer (CEO) of the
government. The CEO is to function as a prime minister, pending a subsequent national deliberation over changing the constitution to create a
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S. and NATO deployments in post-2014 international missions to train Afghan forces (Resolute Support Mission) and conduct counterterrorism
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