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**xxx Excerpt from A Retrospect: First Catholic Diocese of Upper Canada and the Evolution of the Catholic Separate School System Some weeks ago
Miss Catherine Macdonell, daughter of deceased Duncan Allan Macdonell, brought me a pamphlet which she had found amongst her fathers books,
and which had been published by the Kingston Whig in the summer of 1839 - a few weeks before the departure of Bishop Macdonell for Europe,
where on January 14th, 1840, he died in Dumfries, Scotland. Much of the pamphlet was composed by himself. It has been long out of print, and | give
it to the public, hoping that it will be interesting reading for them. It may also be an incentive to some one who has the ability to write a history of
the founding of the Catholic Church in Upper Canada, with which the name of Bishop Macdonell is inseparably associated. Bishop Macdonell s
bringing up was like that of the other inhabitants of Glengarry, Invernesshire. A parishioner of mine in St. Andrews, now deceased thirty-five years,
Alexander Macdonell (Phicaillen) told me that, when a young boy, his parents dwelt in the same humble cottage long after Bishop Macdonells family
had left it. The Bishop thus had an intimate knowledge of their condition; he knew and tasted somewhat of their hardships. This cottage was about
nine miles from Glengarry Castle - Castle dubh. He had a marked dislike for lawlessness. When in the Scots College, Paris, he and other inmates were
disturbed by the revolutionary rabble. He there observed the first effects of the French Revolution, which, a few years later, brought wreck and ruin
in its train. Hence we find...
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