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the Treasury: Transmitting, in Response to the House Resolution of the 22d Instant, a Copy of the
Report of Henry W. Elliott on the Condition of the Furseal Fisheries of Alaska, Together With All Maps
and lllustrations Accompanying Said Report Why is it that we find now only a scant tenth of the
number of young male seals which | saw there in 1872? When did this work of decrease and
destruction so marked on the breeding-grounds there, begin? And how? This answer follows: 1sts.
From overdriving without heeding its warning first begun in 1879, dropped then, until 1882, then
suddenly renewed again with increased energy from year to year, until the end is abruptly reached,
this season of 1890. 2nd. From the shooting of fur-seals chiefly females) in the open waters of the
North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, begun as a business in 1888, and continued to date. Thus, the
seal-life candle has been literally burning at both ends during the last five years. That day in 1879,...
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