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***** Most books about education address the tip of the iceberg, ignoring the greater issues hidden in the depths of our overstressed society. Retired
Los Angeles Unified School District guidance counselor and truant officer, Herman Velarde s work in the communities, seeking out truants and their
parents, convinced him that the most intractable individuals lacked a basic understanding of the American social contract and before the
neighborhoods and their schools can be improved, that must be remedied. Mr. Velarde says, Out in the communities, I met parents who could not or
would not encourage their children to strive for excellence in anticipation of some future reward that had never materialized for them. | also found
affluent parents, so caught up in the trappings of their successes, that they had little or no time for their offspring and chose to pay them off with
hefty allowances, rewarding them for staying out of the way, rather than for personal achievements. In these families, the social contract was
undermined, if not completely abrogated. Tragically, without a comprehensive understanding of, and commitment to, the basic principles
embraced by the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights, these marginalized individuals will remain outside the mainstream, perpetuating their
isolation. In HANDBOOK FOR AMERICA, Mr. Velarde addresses these issues head on, presenting his proven approach to enhancing learning skills and
community relations for all public, private and home-schooled students, dropouts of all ages and anyone else seeking a socially responsible avenue
to success. His insights and exercises are fresh and vital, not just for our native-born sons and daughters, but for anyone striving to succeed in the
United States of America.
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