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***x* Excerpt from A Discourse Occasioned by the Burning of the Theatre in the City of Richmond, Virginia, on the Twenty-Sixth of December, 1811:
By Which Awful Calamity a Large Number of Valuable Lives Were Lost, Delivered in the Third Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, on the Eighth Day of
January, 1812, at the Request of the Virginia Students Attached to the Medical Class, in the University of P The spectacle of suffering humanity,
however great a stranger the object of distress may be, will always excite our sensibility, unless the feelings be blunted by vicious indulgence,
restrained by prejudice, or extinguished by the long prevalence of malignant passions. Simply considered, it is not of a moral nature; it is, however,
friendly to virtue, and intimately mingles itself with the most benevolent and pious affections of the human heart: and the want of it always argues a
high degree of moral depravity. Refined and cultivated, as it may be by education, it has a great share in forming the character which is termed
amiable and interesting. But like other original principles of our nature, is is liable to abuse and excess: and the evils thence resulting to human
happiness, are not few nor inconsiderable. Instead of being the ally of virtue, and prompter of benevolence, it may become the most successful
auxiliary of vice. In fact, a morbid sensibility has, with many in this age, usurped the place, and claimed the honour, due to moral principle and
religion. Genuine pity, and compassion for objects of real distress, have been perverted, and almost extinguished, in a multitude of persons, by the
artificial excitement of a set of spurious feelings, produced by...
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