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***** Twelve-year-old Victory understands that he s growing up and his grandfather s growing old when daily griping, growling, and discontent
enter into their formerly warm and predictable relationship. And why is Grandpa Vic suddenly so fixated on finding his father s Purple Heart? His
dad won it for valor during World War Il at Pearl Harbor, but died the next year at the Battle of Guadalcanal when Grandpa Vic was only a few
months old. They never even knew each other. Besides, the medal s been lost for many years, so what s the big deal all of a sudden? On the other
hand, Victory s grandfather is his best friend, and he d do anything to see him happy again. He resolves to find that Purple Heart if he has to dig up
the whole universe to find it. Meanwhile, Victory s own life continues to careen along its bumpy road like a banged-up jalopy, with his misfit school
life only recently made bearable by the appearance of his first true love--a talented high school girl who shares her dreams and her own family
problems. She accepts him just as he is and talks about things he s just lately been seriously wondering about himself. Victory feels his heart and
mind open up to metaphysical questions about the possibility of life in other universes and the nature of life after death, and the nature of God and
angels. Strange visions come to him, and one morning he swears his cat is communicating with a ghost in the kitchen. Then tragedy turns Victory s
world on end. He s hardly had a chance to grapple with it when an accidental smack on...
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