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Lew Rockwell: Scholars like Garet Garrett, John T. Flynn, and Murray Rothbard have pointed out that a main way the State adds to its power and
tyrannizes over the people is to whip up alleged threats from a foreign power. Given the threat, defenders of the State say, don t we need to take
countermeasures, however high the cost? Those of us who grew up in the 50s and 60s remember vividly the drop drills that prepared schoolchildren
for an impending nuclear attack. The government neglected to tell us that America was far better armed than the Soviets. The threat was
concocted to justify a militarist policy and massive government spending. In this careful study, David Hathaway has given us a microstudy of the
Orwellian State s technique to add to its power. On July 8, 1962, an atomic warhead was detonated in the Pacific. One purpose of the blast was to
study the impact, if any, of ElectroMagnetic Pulse (EMP) effects. One incident is alleged to show such effects. Based on this incident, the government
concluded that hostile powers could use EMPs to disable the electronic infrastructure of our country. Even after the Cold War ended, the
government has continued to tout the threat posed by EMPs. Hathaway comments: The alleged incident happened on the island of Oahu which is
made up of the City and County of Honolulu. This incident has developed a cult following within the EMP science community. The incident allegedly
involved blown fuses in a small number (less than 1) of street light strings. It has been trotted out for decades as the single definitive proof of EMP
effects on power grid and long-wire infrastructure....
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