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for the position, and waiting until they were in a suitable spiritual state to have him assume this leadership. III. Israel s Old Foes.--The Philistines, the
old foes and long the masters of Israel, closely watched every public movement in Israel. They regarded this gathering at Mizpah as presaging a
revolt of their vassals. Determined not to lose their slaves without a desperate struggle, the Philistine captains promptly gathered an army to scatter
and subdue what they looked upon as a rising insurrection. The Israelites are naturally filled with fear (v. 7); for they had come primarily to worship,
not to war. So they appeal to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us (v. 8). The Hebrew is pictorial and intensive, Be not silent from
us from crying. This was the right way to have the real presence of the Lord. Repentance, confession, putting away strange gods, and seeking
Jehovah through his chosen prophet, brought strength and victory. Mary, Queen of Scots, said, I fear John Knox s prayers more than an army of
ten thousand men. Samuel took a sucking lamb (v. 9) for a burnt oKering. The young lamb was at least seven days old (Lev. 22: 27), and was an
expiation of the nation s guilt, an expression of the new and better life of the people. Without shedding of blood is no remission (Heb....
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