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*****.Excerpt from Easy Lessons in Natural Philosophy, Natural History, Mechanics, Chemistry, Electricity, Optics, and Acoustics The object of every
tutor should be to convey the knowledge the pupil requires in as simple, clear, accurate, and concise a manner as possible. The object of every pupil
should be to acquire the knowledge imparted by the tutor, not in words only, but in ideas; so that the information gained should not be of a
superficial character - a mere catalogue of scientific names - but an acquaintance with the phenomena of Nature, and a distinct and
comprehensive idea of the laws which regulate them. Montaigne aptly remarked that a tutor should not he continually thundering instruction into
the cars of his pupil as if he were pouring it through a funnel; but, aEer having put the lad, like a young horse, on a trot before him, to observe his
paces, and see what lie is able to perform, should, according to the extent of his capacity, induce him to taste, to distinguish, and to find out things
for himself; sometimes opening the way, at other times leaving it for him to open; and by abating or increasing his own pace, accommodate his
precepts to the capacity of his pupil. Once excite curiosity, then inquiry will follow, and the consequence will be a desire to gratify that curiosity by
acquiring knowledge. The ignorant or uneducated mind requires cultivation quite as much as tho unproductive land on the road-side. In the
following Catechisms the pupil is led step by step, by a familiar and easy method, to acquire the requisite knowledge of the subject studied, which is
still further elucidated by...
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