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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. From the INTRODUCTION. The Old French romance, Perlesvaus, with which the following pages deal, was published in 1866 in
conjunction with the Perceval of Crestien de Troyes. Since the date of its publication, the work has several times been the object of more or less
fruitful discussion. The past investigation on the subject, however, has been limited merely to the bearing the romance has on questions relating to
the Holy Grail. The Perlesvaus, it seems, has shared the fate of most Grail works in that its importance for the history of the Grail legend has for the
time being overshadowed the interest in the work itself. While several permanent contributions have been made with respect to parts of the
romance, there has been thus far no independent attempt to learn definitely the origin and the nature of the work. The need then of a special study
of the Perlesvaus will be readily admitted. Certainly, the romance is of sufficient importance as a Grail work to justify such an undertaking;
moreover, aside from its connection with the Grail legend it possesses a peculiar interest as one of the earliest examples of French literary prose.
Consequently, if the Perlesvaus is, as it has been held to be, chiefly a compilation from other contemporary works, the first step in the further study
of it is to ascertain from what particular sources it was compiled. At the same time the question of the extent and nature of the indebtedness to
these sources should be considered. It is with a view to the partial settlement of these two questions: the particular sources of the Perlesvaus and the
relation of the romance to these sources,...
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