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Demand *****MRS. MOODY S little volume of essays is irreproachable in manner. As to the matter, there is, as the author herself admits in the
preface, much to be said in rejoinder. It is the misfortune of her would-be critics that the writer s case has been so sanely and charmingly stated that
to disagree with her at any point seems almost a breach of good taste. The essays are thoughtful, graceful and clever, if not novel, in substance, and
their main contention is certainly just. There is more or less self-consciousness and restlessness in the feminine world to-day, and it is not an
especially winning manifestation. No reasonable person denies this, just as no reasonable person denies that the work of the world is bound to be
divided chiefly upon lines of sex, or that the domestic life may be made the most engaging as well as the most useful of women s occupations. But
these are axioms, and one does not write books to prove axioms. It remains to be demonstrated that there is enough of unrest in the current affairs
of women to justify the dedication of a book to its consideration. It is true that we hear a great deal about Woman in the newspapers and reviews,
but the circumstances under which she is capitalized and exploited leave doubts in our mind as to whether the fault is her own, or whether she is
merely the victim of writers in search of easy copy. The reviewer ventures to aver that a woman who actually talks or feels about the Emancipation
of Woman, Woman s Work, or the future of Woman, is as unique a creature in real...
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