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Hugh from the village of Linschoten in Utrecht, the probable home of his forefathers, but not his own birthplace. The author was born at Haarlem in
or about 1563 ;in 1573, either before or just after the great siege of Haarlem, by the Duke of A lva, the family removed to Enkhuizen in North Holland,
a town which escaped the Spanish re-conquest. At the age of sixteen, on December 6, 1576, young Jan started on his travels, and his first objective
was remarkable. It was the country with which his countrymen, and especially the city of Enkhuizen and the province of North Holland, were so
desperately struggling. Political war co-existed with an active commerce, and Linschoten sailed from the Texel in a fleet of some eighty vessels,
bound for San Lucar in A ndalusia. After a stay of six years in Spain (as the narrative tells us), mainly in Seville and Lisbon, Jan sought employment
in the East Indian fleet, like his half-brother Willem Tin, who went in the same ship as schrevijn or clerk (not purser, as in the English translation, vol.
ii. p. 7, etc. ). Shortly after Linschoten sarrival at Goa, on September 21, 1583, John Newberie, R alph Fitch, William Leedes, and James Storey were
brought there under arrest from Ormuz, accused of being spies in the pay of Don A ntonio, pretender to the crown of Portugal. 1 Drake svoyages in
the Pacific and East 1F or Linschoten saccount of this, see vol. i. pp. 324-30. (Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and dont occur in
the book. )About the Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical writings, such...
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