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trophic patterns, for example. 3. 1. C S E S ONTINENTAL HELF COSYSTEMS TUDIES 3. 1. 1. Eastern Gulf of Mexico Benchmark Program and the
Mississippi-Alabama-Florida Shelf Ecosystems Study ( MAFLA ) The MAFLA Program was one of the first BLM marine ecosystem programs in the Gulf
of Mexico along with the South Texas OCS ( STOCS ) Program described below. One of the overriding considerations in developing the MAFLA
Program was that, of all Gulf areas, it was believed to be one of the least affected by any human activities, including those related to oil and gas. (
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these undeveloped sites and made a favorable assessment of health. ) In contrast to the eastern Gulf, most northwestern shelf areas...
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