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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 44 pages. Original publisher: New Orleans : U. S. Dept.
of the Interior, Minerals Management Service, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region, 2004 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)639545860 Subject: Marine biology -- Research
-- Mexico, Gulf of. Excerpt: . . . In some programs, ROVs were eEectively used; for the deep-sea studies, manned submersibles were required to study
highly complex chemosynthetic communities. Final reports were typically published in sets of 4 to 10 volumes ( including oHen voluminous
appendices ), each with a topical area or synopsis, although some information synthesis reports were single volumes. The ecosystems studies
devoted to the northern Gulf of Mexico shelf are described in Section 3. 1, and those devoted to the continental slope are described in Section 3. 2.
These are discussed separately because of the inherent diEerences in community structure, process rates, habitat and biological diversity, and
trophic patterns, for example. 3. 1. C S E S ONTINENTAL HELF COSYSTEMS TUDIES 3. 1. 1. Eastern Gulf of Mexico Benchmark Program and the
Mississippi-Alabama-Florida Shelf Ecosystems Study ( MAFLA ) The MAFLA Program was one of the first BLM marine ecosystem programs in the Gulf
of Mexico along with the South Texas OCS ( STOCS ) Program described below. One of the overriding considerations in developing the MAFLA
Program was that, of all Gulf areas, it was believed to be one of the least aEected by any human activities, including those related to oil and gas. (
Well before the ESP, there were a handful of leases drilled in the southern southwest Florida area. In a small and brief study in 1993, USGS relocated
these undeveloped sites and made a favorable assessment of health. ) In contrast to the eastern Gulf, most northwestern shelf areas...
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