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**xxxx Excerpt from The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, Vol. 5 of 20: With a Life of the Poet, Explanatory Foot-Notes, Critical Notes, and a
Glossarial Index Registered at the Stationers , in London, on the 4th of August, 1600. Two other of Shakespeare s plays, and one of Ben Jonson s,
were entered at the same time; all of them under an injunction, to be stayed. In regard to the other two of Shakespeare s plays, the stay appears to
have been soon removed, as both of them were entered again in the course of the same month, and published before the end of that year. In the
case of As You Like It, the stay seems to have been kept up; perhaps because its continued success on the stage made the theatrical company
unwilling to part with their interest in it. This is the only contemporary notice of the play that has been discovered. As it was not mentioned in the list
given by Francis Meres in 1598, we are probably warranted in presuming it had not been heard of at that time. The play has a line, Who ever loved,
that loved not at first sight? apparently quoted from Marlowe s version of Hero and Leander, which was published in 1598. So that we may safely
conclude the play to have been written some time between that date and the date of the forecited entry at the Stationers ; that is, when the Poet was

in his thirty-sixth or thirty-seventh year. The play was never printed, that we know of, till in the folio of 1623. In regard to the originals of this play,
two sources...
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