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The Report of the Committee Appointed at a Public Meeting of the Friends of Education: Held at the State House, in Trenton, on the Night of the
Eleventh of November, 1828; Exhibiting a Succinct Account of the State of Common Schools in New-Jersey; Delivered From the Reports of the
Central and Sub-Committees of Several Counties and Townshps Tin: Committee to whom was referred that part of the Message of His Excellency,
the Governor, which relates to Common Schools, beg leave to present the following Report: - The subject of Education is one upon the importance
of which the Committee deem it unnecessary to dwell. In a government like ours, resting for its support entirely upon popular will, it is absolutely
essential that the people should be enlightened. Their virtue and intelligence are the only foundations upon which our free institutions can safely
repose. It is, therefore, one of the highest obligations which can be imposed upon a free State, to provide for the Education of all its citizens. This
duty, although not expressly enjoined upon the Legislature by our Constitution, as in some other slates, is nevertheless one, the importance of which
they have frequently recognized. So early as the year 1817, the foundation was laid of a fund for the support of Free Schools; this fund, by successive
appropriations, was gradually augmented until the year 1829, when it amounted to the sum of two hundred and twenty-two thousand, four
hundred and forty-two dollars and seventy-eight cents. At that time an ardent desire was manifested by the people of New-Jersey, that an eHort
should be made by the Legislature to render the proceeds of this fund available, by the establishment...
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