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***** Print on Demand *****.I was born Esther Stiller in 1925 and was only nine months old when my father died. My brother, sister, and I were raised
by our mother with help from the very supportive Jewish community in Kalisz, Poland. In 1940, at age fiIeen, I had a new dress which was sent as a
giI from relatives in America. This was special and not something that happened every day. I wanted to show my girlfriend, so I went to her home,
and as teenagers sometimes do, she wanted me to sleep over. While I was away with my Christian friend, the Jewish families were herded together
and locked up in a single large room-similar to a gym-of a multi-storied building. The next day, I was able to slip away to a nearby farm, where
people gave me food and allowed me to stay. I told them I had come from Warsaw, which by that time had been bombed by the Nazis. I gave them
a typical gentile name, Edwarda Opatowska, and pretended to be Catholic. Something told me not to ask what had happened to my family and the
Jews of my city. I wandered around not knowing what to do-I was 15 years old, alone and afraid. At the railroad station, I saw a large group of
about 300 Poles, who I learned were being taken to work in Germany. I knew they were not Jews, so when they boarded the train, I filed on with
them. At Breslau we got o= the train and were lined up to receive physical exams and shots, then given work assignments. When my turn came, I
gave my...
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