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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1799 edition. Excerpt: . chapter viii. discipline of the heart. One of the first steps to be taken, if you would have a
character that will stand by you in prosperity and in adversity, in life and death, is to fortify your mind, with fixed principles. There is no period of life
in which the heart is so much inclined to scepticism and infidelity as in youth. Not that young men are infidels, but the mind is tossed from doubt to
doubt, like a light boat leaping from wave to wave. There is no positive settling down into deism or infidelity, but the heart is full of doubting, so that
the mind has no position, in morals or religion, fortified. If the restraints of education are so far thrown off as to allow you to indulge in sin, Which is
in any way disgraceful if known, you will then easily become an infidel. The nurse of infidelity is sensuality. The young are sensual. The Bible stands
in their way. It prohibits the indulgence of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. But the young mind loves these things, and
therefore it hates the Bible, which prohibits them. It is prepared to say, If any man will bring me arguments against the Bible, | will thank him; if not,
I will invent them. As to infidel arguments, there is no weight in them. They are jejune and refuted. Infidela are not themselves convinced by them.
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