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1849, and Su Let not the pampered sons of luxury and ease, who now in our eastern cities revel in material splendor, despise the rude virtues of
those early or recent pioneers, nor forget the homage due to the great minds, whose intellectual genius and worth have fashioned our country s
career into one of greatness; neither let them permit an oblivious mood to erase from their memory, when with lengthened journey they cross the
eastern slope of the Alleghanies and pass into the broad valley of the Mississippi, - let them not forget to observe a due reverence for those western
sons, - those woodmen warriors, - who with peaceful weapons, the axe and harrow, are now changing the dark recesses of a dense forest, a howling
wilderness, into the cheerful sunlight of an open landscape, and a fruitful country of abundance. Three generations since, and the whole length and
breadth of the country between the Alleghany and Rocky Mountains, knew nothing of civilization, - nothing of humanity, - we may add, in the strict
use of language, for There the Red men around the council fire, Raised up the strife of murd rous, hateful ire; With stealthy steps and in the gloom of
night Their victims sought, to wage the unequal fight; With savage yells the frighted sleeper woke, And madly aimed the exterminating stroke. The
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