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By Valenti, Patricia Dunlavy.

University of Missouri Press, Columbia, 2004. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 320 pages. Hardcover
with dustjacket. New book. BIOGRAPHY. Sophia Peabody Hawthorne is known almost exclusively in
her role as the wife of Nathaniel Hawthorne, who portrayed her as the fragile, ethereal, infirm
"Dove." That image, invented by Nathaniel to serve his needs and affirm his manhood, was passed
on by his biographers, who accepted their subject's perception without question. In fact, the real
Sophia was very different from Nathaniel's construction of her. An independent, sensuous, daring
woman, Sophia was an accomplished artist before her marriage to Nathaniel. Moreover, what she
brought to their union inspired Nathaniel's imagination beyond the limits of his previously confined
existence. In Sophia Peabody Hawthorne, Patricia Dunlavy Valenti situates the story of Sophia's life
within its own historical, philosophical, and cultural background, as well as within the context of
her marriage. Valenti begins with parallel biographies that present Sophia, and then Nathaniel, at
comparable periods in their lives. Sophia was born into an expansive, somewhat chaotic home in
which women provided financial as well as emotional sustenance. She was a precocious, eager
student whose rigorous education, in her mother's and her sisters' schools, began her association...
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Reviews

This ebook is very gripping and intriguing. I have got read through and i also am confident that i will gonna read through yet again again down the road.
Its been written in an extremely straightforward way and it is merely right aBer i finished reading this book through which actually altered me, alter the
way i really believe.
-- Noble Ha g enes   

This published book is wonderful. It is really simplified but unexpected situations within the fiBy percent of the ebook. Once you begin to read the book, it is
extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Dr . Ja nis Reilly    
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