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States. Excerpt: . . . other federal and non-federal entities, diBicult and costly to measure directly, and hard to explicitly link to some near term
agency activities. As such, strategies oGen rely heavily on the fulfillment of largely EPA-controlled surrogate measures of human and ecological
health, such as a reduction in the emissions of regulated pollutants or a reduction in the number of violations reported annually. The implicit
assumption is that these reductions or changes will eventually lead to true human and ecological health. EPAs strategies recognize the need to rely
on others for long term goal achievement. However, EPA needs to provide more explicit descriptions of the partnering activities, roles, and
responsibilities for outcomes by these non-EPA groups. This would better enable external reviewers to both understand and evaluate the linkages
between inputs, outputs, and outcomes, and accomplish GPRAs purpose of improving the publics confidence in the ability of federal agencies to
manage for results. Recommendations We believe EPA has an opportunity to improve its GPRA strategic plan and simultaneously improve its
relationship with state, local, and tribal agencies, as well as improve the publics confidence in the Agency. As such, we recommend that EPA: 3-1.
Link other, more detailed, planning documents to its GPRA strategic plan by providing World Wide Web citations ( links ), thus providing external
stakeholders with easy access to more in-depth information on how EPA plans on achieving long term goals. 3-2. Revise the existing Hierarchy of
Performance Indicators to clearly establish a place for state, local, and tribal agencies expected roles in achieving environmental goals...
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