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moves on towards crisis and mystery. Everyone must struggle to adjust himself to this, to face the situation for now is the judgment of the world. In
a way, each one judges himself merely by what he does. Does, not says. Yet let us not completely dismiss words. They do have meaning. They are
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Gethsemani, finds himself struggling between his longing for a private, spiritual life and the irresistible pull of social concerns. Precisely when he
longs for more solitude, and convinces himself he could not cut back on his writing, Merton begins asking complex questions about the
contemporary culture ( the world with its funny pants, of which I do not know the name, its sandals and sunglasses ), war, and the churches role in
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rights, nonviolence, and pacifism and lead him into conflict with those who urge him to leave the moral issues to bishops and theologians. This
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