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Historic Families of Scotland, Vol. 1 of 2 F orfar was created for a youthful scion of the Douglas family, whose life, if it had been prolonged, might
have saved the dukedom from extinction. He fell fighting under the royal banner at Sheriff muir, having received no fewer than sixteen broadsword
wounds besides a pistol shot in his knee. The earldom of Stirling, conferred in 1633 on Sir William Alexander, an eminent statesman and poet,
became dormant on the death without issue of Henry, fifth earl, in 1739, and none of the claims which have been preferred to the title have as yet
been made good. Among the dormant but not extinct peerages is the barony of Somerville, the title of an ancient and at one time powerful Border
family, which has not been claimed since 1 870. The barony of Cranstoun, also celebrated in ballads, tradition, and story since the fifteenth century,
became dormant on the death of the eleventh Lord Cranstoun in 1869. Heirs of both dignities are, however, believed to be in existence. The last
representative of the Bauld Rutherfords, Earls of Teviot and Barons Rutherford who bore a conspicuous part in Border forays, was the prototype of
the Master of Ravenswood in Sir Walter Scott s tragic tale of the Bride of Lammermoor. He died on the Continent without issue in 1724. The earldom
of Newark, which was conferred on the celebrated Covenanting General David Leslie, who contributed to the victory of the Parliamentary army at
Marston Moor, and defeated the great Marquis of Montrose at Philiphaugh, became extinct on the death of his son, the second lord, in 1694. About
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