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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 170 pages.
Dimensions: 10.0in. x 7.0in. x 0.4in.Jean Webster is best known for the classic Daddy Long-Legs. In Dear Enemy, readers will be enchanted by the
fiery-haired Sallie McBride and her orphans. Sallie has been asked by her college buddy, the Judy Abbott of Daddy Long-Legs, to run the John Grier
Home, the orphanage Judy was raised in. A cheerful and unabashed socialite waiting for her Congressman boyfriend to propose, Sallie takes on the
job on a temporary basis. Armed with her sense of humor and her firm brightness, along with her maid and her Chow doggie, she gets her heart
stolen by the 100 sad-eyed charges. The book is modeled after Daddy Long-Legs, so it is entirely composed of Sallies stick-figure-illustrated letters to
Judy, Gordon (the boyfriend), and the Homes prickly visiting doctor, whose letters are soon addressed Dear Enemy. Her letters catalogue her daily
adventures with the sweet, colorful kids, a series of cooks and farmers, sexist trustees, and grumpy neighbors. In all of this, there sparkles a strong
feminine spirit, blithe optimism, and clear-headed compassion. The letters read so naturally and sure, Sallies charm radiates whether she is
amusing us with a story of orphan mischief or seriously discussing the consequences of hereditary alcoholism. The pace of the novel also clips along
due to the relative shortness of the epistolary style. As beguiling as the characters and story is, there are drawbacks that date the work (written in
the 1910s) with its references to inherited behavior, social expectations, and nationalist stereotypes. A historical context is important for those. The
overall voice is strong enough to carry the worthwhile messages - particularly, forging a future and identity for girls. Highly recommended. This
item...
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