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inferential arguments in support of the antiquity of the Waldenses, I proceed to notice the direct
testimony of History in favour of my hypothesis. SECTION III. THE TESTIMONY OF HISTORY,
GATHERED FROM THE ADVERSARIES OF THE WALDENSES, OR FROM IN- DIFFERENT EARLY WRITERS.
Either the pages of history have not been enriched by any Waldensian authors of a very early date,
or if there were any annals written by native chroniclers, previously to the year 1000, they have
accidentally perished amidst the devastations committed in the valleys, or they have been
purposely destroyed by their enemies. I am inclined to adopt the latter opinion, for these reasons. It
is far from improbable, that the monks Belvidere and Rorenco, who made their inquisitorial visits to
the valleys, and delivered official reports, touching the antiquity of the Waldensian Church, had
more than tradition...
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