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Works Discussed One other motive has been hinted at rather than asserted namely, that it may be
well to check the construction of Railways for a while. As I have nothing in common with those who
hold such an Opinion, it is in vain for me to discuss that question with them. I assume that the
Public Works for which Acts are sought necessarily confer great benefits on society. To confine
myself to Railways alone, it seems a mere truism to say that they increase the wealth and the
comfort of every district which they traverse, and that to be deprived of them is to lose one of the
elements of modern civilization. Hence it is that all foreign governments, by subsidies, by peculiar
facilities, and by other means, aid and encourage the spread of Railways throughout their
dominions. In this country alone an ancient habit of talking of these enterprises, if not with
aversion, yet with something of slight, still prevails; and those who devote their talents and their...
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