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condemned and lost to her owner, Spain in either case would be acquitted of all responsibility. In
other words, the captor, if duly commissioned, had a right, under the general principle, to carry his
prize into the port of any nation at peace with France, without any other risk than being ordered to
depart. The chief, and perhaps the only difficulty between Spain and the United States, in relation to
these captures, was confined to a single fact, to wit: Whether France had embraced them in the
satisfaction she made to the United States in the convention of 1800. If she had, Spain contended
there could be no claim on her; if she had not, Spain admitted her liability. The United States took
the position that France had, in that convention, made satisfaction only for the illegal or irregular
acts committed in her own...
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