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**xxx Excerpt from Kirkby Overblow and District: Being a Record of the History, Antiquities, Folk-Lore, and Old Customs of the Ancient Parish of
Kirkby Overblow in the West Riding of Yorkshire, With Brief Notices of Adjacent Places It is remarkable that if we except the upland and scattered
township of Stainburn, with its quaint Norman church, and the neighbouring picturesque heights of Almes Cliff, the ancient parish of Kirkby
Overblow has been almost ignored by the topographer and tourist. Yet despite this neglect it possesses a more than ordinary importance and
interest. Part of its large extent was embraced in the Royal Forest of Knaresborough, while among its illustrious landowners were the lordly Abbots
of Fountains (the parish having given an Abbot to that wealthy monastery), the noble houses of Percy and Mowbray, the great Earls of Albemarle
and Devon, the Barons Cantilupe and Aldburgh, the De Lancasters, the powerful Barons of Kendal and lords of Lancaster, the famous Bishop-
statesman, Chancellor Burnell, the veteran Lord Fairfax, the Nevilles of the days of chivalry, the Vavasours, Nortons, Plumptons, Stapletons, and
many others. The story of these connections with the parish, as well as of the many distinguished incumbents of its valuable rectory, - reaching far
back almost to the Conquest, - should give to this ancient parish an almost national interest. Originally it had been my intention to have included
this long life-story in the volume on Lower Wharfedale, into which it properly falls, but as that work had greatly exceeded the prescribed limits, there
was no alternative but to make a supplementary volume of the work now submitted. Short as the story may appear, it has involved no...
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