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11 Secretary Locke, the first thing that | want to just acknowledge is that | am very proud of the fact that a substantial number of agencies within the
Commerce Department portfolio are headquartered in my State. They are NOAA, NIST, and Census. And | had the opportunity to interact with the
leadership there as well as the staff. | want you to know that throughout your agency, there are what | call the worker bees, those wonderful people
that under the old pay scale were the GS - 5s through the 15s. They real-ly have kept our Government going. In some instances, they have had good
leadership and in some instances not. In our hearings, we tend to focus on the problem agencies but | hope we also take a look at all of the agencies
and acknowledge the tremendous assets that we have in our Civil Service popu-lation. When you go over to NIST, which | hope we will have a
chance to go together, you will see a civil servant that is a Nobel Prize winner. A civil servant is a Nobel Prize winner, and he is on the job right now
today not only winning prizes but thinking the thoughts to win the markets. That is why | was so pleased that you met with the Patent Office staff.
We have to look at the fact that our workers are not prob-lems, but they are part of the solution. | believe that some of the issues around contracting
out, lack...
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