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Forgotten Books, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Posthumous
Fragments of Margaret Nicholson: Being Poems Found Amongst the Papers of That Noted Female Who Attempted the Life of the King in 1786 [a full
account of this Volume is to be found in Hogg s Life of Shelley, Vol. I, pp. 260 et seq. But it had already been inaccurately referred to by Medwin, both
in The Shelley Papers and in his Life of Shelley. Too much reliance must not be placed on Hogg s account, because, writing from memory, he is
certainly inaccurate in some points that can be checked by reference to the book itself; and this shews that his memory was not to be trusted
implicitly. His talent for the picturesque, combined with this want of exactness, may easily have led him far from the facts, without any intention on
his part to depart from them. Hogg s account is that the poems were originally written by Shelley bond fide, with the exception of the first, of which
the ms. Was confided to Shelley by some rhymester of the day, -that Shelley shewed them to his future biographer in proof, and that the two friends
eventually worked upon them to make them into burlesques. Ten this was efiectually done, the printer who was to have published the volume at
Shelley s cost, oEered to do so at his own, and it was issued under the name of the poor washerwoman who had attempted the life of George III.,
and who was still alive, confined as a lunatic. So success ful was the hoax, says Hogg, that we used to meet gownsmen in High street reading the
goodly volume as they walked - pensive with a grave...
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