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**xxxx Excerpt from Speech of Hon. D. W. Voorhees, of Indiana: Delivered in the House of Representative, March 9, 1864 The House being in Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union - Mr. VOORHEES said: Mr. Chairman: | arise to address the House to-day with feelings of profound depression
and gloom. It is a melancholy spectacle to behold a free government die. The world it is true is filled with the evidences of decay. All nature speaks
the voice of dissolution, and the highway of history and of life is strewn with the wrecks which time, the great despoiler, has made. But hope of the
future, bright visions of reviving glory are no where denied to the heart of man save as he gazes upon the downfall of legal liberty. He listens
sorrowfully to the autumn winds as they sigh through dismantled forests, but he knows that their breath will be soft and versal in the spring, and
that the dead flowers and the withered foliage will blossom and bloom again. He sees the sky overcast with the angry frown of the tempest, but he
knows that the Bun will reappear, and the stars, the bright emblazony of God, cannot perish. Man himself, this strange connecting link between dust
and deity, totters wearily onward under the weight of years and pain towards the gaping tomb, but how briefly his mind lingers around that dismal
spot. It is filled with tears and grief, and the willow and the cypress gather around it with their loving, but mournful embrace. And is this all? Not so.
If a man die shall he not live again? Beyond the grave,...
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