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***xx Central America has received renewed attention from U.S. policymakers over the past few years as the region has become a major transit
corridor for illicit drugs and a significant source of irregular migration to the United States. These narcotics and migrant flows are the latest
symptoms of deep-rooted challenges in several countries in the region, including widespread insecurity, fragile political and judicial systems, and
high levels of poverty and unemployment. Although the Obama Administration and governments in the region launched new initiatives designed to
improve conditions in Central America, the future of those efforts will depend on the decisions of the Trump Administration and the 115th Congress.
U.S. Strategy for Engagement in Central America The Obama Administration determined it was in the national security interests of the United States
to work with Central American governments to address conditions in the region. Accordingly, the Obama Administration launched a new, whole-of-
government U.S. Strategy for Engagement in Central America. The new strategy takes a broader and more comprehensive approach than previous
U.S. initiatives in the region and is based on the premise that efforts to promote prosperity, improve security, and strengthen governance are
mutually reinforcing and of equal importance. The new strategy focuses primarily on the northern triangle countries of Central America-El
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras-which face the greatest challenges. Nevertheless, it also provides an overarching framework for U.S.
engagement with the other countries in the region: Belize, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama. The new U.S. strategy and the northern triangle
governments Alliance for Prosperity initiative have similar objectives and fund complementary efforts; however, they have prioritized different
activities. Initial Funding and Conditions Congress has appropriated $1.4 billion to begin implementing the new Central America...
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