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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 108 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XVI THE GREAT POPE, HIS TOMB AND HIS CHAPEL There are few more striking
figures in the history of this remarkable time than Julius Il who came to the pontifical chair in 1503. It is impossible for the dispassionate student of
history to regard him with approval, or to justify by a calm estimate of his character or his acts the claim to greatness which it is none the less
impossible to withhold. In an age when learning was an almost universal distinction in the higher walks of ecclesiastical and private life, Julius had
neither scholarship nor scholarly ambitions. A munificent patron of art, he seems to have had little discrimination, and to have recognized in the
work of Michelangelo rather its titanic than its spiritual qualities. A man of action by every instinct of his being, his action was usually both ruthless
and ill-considered and for the most part barren of results. His ambitions were those of an empire builder, but history will record him as neither a
great conqueror nor a true statesman. None the less, there is something magnificent about this Titan who for ten years occupied the center of this
world stage, dwarfing into insignificance all other figures save one, and despite all protests of judgment or sympathy, we call him the Great Pope.
Perhaps he gains by contrast with other popes of the time, with the unspeakable Alexander, the indolent Leo, or the cunning and ignoble Paul.
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