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**xxx Excerpt from Decision of the Commissioner of the General Land Office: In the Matter of the Survey of the Rancho El Sobrante, Juan Jose and
Victor Castro, Confirmees, Situated in the Counties of Contra Costa and Alameda, in California These are the five ranchos referred to in the grant of
El Sobrante, and mentioned in the decree of confirmation. The San Antonio rancho was granted by the Spanish Government originally, before the
colonization laws, to certain boundaries, to wit, between the Bay of San Francisco and the San Leandro Creek and the Cerrito Creek, which formed
a parallelogram and a fair natural boundary; and though juridical possession was given thereof under the Spanish regime, yet it was not confirmed
and patented to the extent of tho boundaries mentioned in the grant or juridical possession; but a strip of land lying between the summit of the
Sierra and the San Leandro Creek was not included in the final survey and patent The others were grants for quantity within specified exterior
boundaries, which, however, were never definitely located by juridical possession. These grants have been confirmed by the United States for the
quantity mentioned in each, and severally located by survey, and patented within the boundaries designated, an excess of quantity in each case
being excluded. Besides the five grants above mentioned, three others of later date than that of El Sobrante (or claimed to be so), the rancho
Canada del Hambre, the part thereof in question in this case being situated in the north part and within the exterior boundaries of El Pinole; the
Boca de la Canada del Pinole, situated between El Pinole and the Valencia, within...
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