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salts are blackened by the strong sulphuric acid and in some cases colorless gases are set free. If the
preliminary test with sulphuric acid indicates the acid present, confirm it by the identification of its
group, then by the reactions given under the acid. In case the preliminary test does not give definite
results, dissolve the substance in water if possible, if not in a very small amount of nitric acid.
Determine the class to which the acid belongs, using separate portions of the solution for each test.
To identify the acid after this has been done compare its reactions with those of all the acids of the
class. Although it is possible to group the acids in accordance with their similarities, the groups
cannot be separated from each other and be afterward resolved into their components as easily as
can the metals....
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