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if, without further knowledge than we already have, we make up our minds that the system itself is rotten. This editorial in the Chronicle would seem
to indicate that the people of California are about to come out of a twenty-six-year trance. Back in 1885 California ventured upon an experiment
that no other state had ever tried, and one that no other state since then has deemed wise to try. Through specious argument and gross
misrepresentation, the people of California voted in 1885 to compile and publish their own textbooks. It was loudly proclaimed and fondly believed
that such a system would yield superior books, at a reduced cost, to those offered by the several publishing firms - denominated for political
purposes as the book trust. Thus the people enthusiastically created a real monopoly in the authorship, manufacture and sale of textbooks. All
competition was eliminated. The grave responsibility of compiling the books was entrusted to the State Board of Education - a board containing no
members experienced in producing texts. It was cheerfully assumed, however, that successful authors of textbooks were indigenous to California
even as the giant redwoods. The serious task of managing the business end of the undertaking - the manufacture of the books - was placed in the
hands of a politician selected, in nearly every instance, by big business interests which hoped to profit from favorable contracts. Truly a...
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