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and silence, followed;--a fine conflict of our best nature; pregnant with the most pathetick, and beautiful moral sentiments, and imagery; which
refused that verbal expression that would have deadened their life, and action. When these agitations of aDection subsided; our minds admitted
language; descended to the level of calm condolence; and we payed our mutual tribute to the amiable, and pious life; and to the lamented death of
my dear father. In this our first conversation, we could not avoid regretting our hard circumstances, and our discouraging prospects; but we
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contrast to my suDerings, in my literary persuits. I recommenced my studies in our humble tenement, with my usual diligence, and ardour; my
attenT tion to them was, indeed, sometimes interrupted by convivial meetings with my young companions; and with that indolent, and morally
corrupting relaxation, to which bad hours, and too free libations to Bacchus, depress the mind; especially if nature has, in the fine idea, happily
framed the constitution, and intended it for nobler exercise. These irregularities, which were too oFen repeated, gave my tender mother great
concern, and made her prognosticate future evils. Her grief, gave me more pain, than my dissipation gave me pleasure; but my high-coloured
imagination, the devil that...
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